


TORCON 2's Progreas Report 3 is now out. The 31st World Science Fiction: Convention
ig being held at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, from August 31st to September 3rd
1973, and already has over 900 members., Mailed with the report, which includes the
Rules of the World Science Fiction Society, are nomination ballots for the Hugo
Awards, which have reverted to only single nominations this ysar, and the new John -
W. Campbell Award for the best new writer in the Science Fiction field, first pub-»”
lished no earlier than 1971. Also included is a legal opinion from Kenneth: M, Smooe -
kler, which suggests that lack of minutes at past Business Sessions may invalidate
decisions taken at those meetings, and also that the Rules relating to North Amerw - -
ican S.F. Conventions (Nasfics) are incompatible with the remainder, in particdlar :
those laying down the functions of the W.5.F.5. On the strength of this legal opinw
ion, which notably parallels John Foyster's comments of previoes years, the Torcon

2 Committee have omitted the Nasfic Rules from their version of the Rules of the
WS9.F.S, Nominations for the 1975 World Convention close April 1st, as do thoss

for the Awards: At present, the Australian bid for Melbourne is the only one in,
Torcon 2 take the announcement in LOCUS 129 of San Francisco's withdrawal as an
official notificatione For memberships outside Australia, contact TORCON 2, P.O0,
Box 4, Station K, Toronto, Ont. Canada: memberships cost $4 supporting and $7 atte
ending in Canadian or US fundst I am Australian agent, and the corresponding rattes
in Austrelian dollars are now $3.20 and $5.60. If it is necessary for a ballot to
be held for the site of the 1975 Worldcon, these will be distributed with the next
Progress Report early in Junes For this ballot, as for the Awards, membership of
Torcon 2 will be necessary., : »

DISCON II have also just published their first Rrogress Report, The 1974 Worldcon
will be held at the Sheraton=Park Hotel, Washington D.C. from Aug 29th to Sep 2nd
1974, Memberships until August '73 are $3 and $5, supporting and attending respecw
tivelys -or in Australia through Bill Wright, 53 Celia 5t Burwood 3125 for $A 2,50
and $R4. Guest of Honour is Roger Zelazny and co=chairmen Jay and Alice Haldeman. :
An innovation is that members® recommendations for Hugo nominations are to printed -
in Progress Reports, so that deserving cases are not passed over in the nominations,
This seems a particularly good idea not only for those of us unable to see all the.
magazinesy but in particular with so many stories now appearing in original antholo=
gies that may not be widely svailable, or such places as non-genrs fiction magazines.

TAFF RESULTS! The Trans~-Atlantic Fan Fund, long-established equivalent of DUFF, has
allowed LOCUS to print preliminary figuresfor votes: no word yet on the amount of
mongy subscribed. Len and June Moffatt of Los Angeles won the compstition to choose:
fang from North America to go to Europe in 1973, over Howard Devore and Frank and
Anne Dietz, Of 254 votes received, the Moffatts gained 96 fitst preferences to the
Distz' 89 and Devore's 62, After reallocation of writeein votes and those for Devore
the result was 123 to 108 in favour of the Moffatts, They will visit the British
Eastercon at Bristol in April. Notable in the results was the Dietz* high score in
Germany, with 49 out of 66 votes cast: probably the result of their good contacts
in Europe svidenced in LUNA, the high—quality monthly they publish.(Figs, LOCUS 130)

YEFREMOV DIES'(from LOCUS) Welleknouwn Soviet science fiction writer Ivan A, Yafremov
died October 5 in Moscow of a heart attack, He was 65, A paleontologist by profession
Yefremov was widely ragarded as a science fiction writer, He was the author of at
least two novels -~ ANDROMEDA, an SF novel, and THE LAND OF FOAM, a historical fane
tasy, as well as several short stories, the most famous of which is 'The Heart of -

the Serpent', written in response to Leinster's *First Contact'; (Locus 129)
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